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JANUARY FEBRUARY MEETINGS 
 

 
JANUARY 8, 2015 
MoCoGenSo Annual Meeting 
 
Join us for our Annual Meeting, 
Election and Installation of New 
Officers.  A brief program on How To 
Discover Your World War I Veteran 
Ancestors.  Family History Center Open 
House with refreshments. 
 
Family History Center 1024 Noche 
Buena, Seaside, CA.  Doors open at 
6:00. 
 
 
FEBRUARY 5, 2015 
Google or Firefox 
 
Undecided on a search engine to use.  
Join Vince, vince@macsuperstore.com 
from the macsuperstore in Seaside at our 
February meeting to find out about two 
of the more popular sites. 
 
MacSuperstore  at 840 Broadway Ave., 
Seaside, CA is a four-store chain, owned 
by Central Coast native Shane Williams. 
 
 
 

Some of our 
members are unable to drive to meetings 
and functions.  If you need a ride or can 
give a ride, please contact any Board 
member 
 

 
GREETINGS!  
As 2014 passes into history and the New Year is before us, it is time to 
pause and reflect on the Society’s accomplishments and contemplate 
plans for the future. We had a variety of interesting programs this year 
thanks to Shelley McFadden.  Some of the highlights were Barbara Rae- 
Venter and Stephen Morse. A huge thank you to everyone who helped 
with the Society’s 2014 activities! 
 
We are still looking for a 1st Vice President.  This position has been 
vacant all year and is really vital to our organization. The duties of this 
position are listed in the Society’s bylaws available on the website at 
www.mocogenso.org. If anyone is interested, please call any board 
member. 
 
Monterey County Genealogy Society Inc. is a non-profit organization. 
Non-profits depend on dues, donations and fundraising in order to 
operate. It is not easy to find volunteers to coordinate or participate in 
fundraising activities, so the MoCoGenSo Board has been discussing 
ways to survive without fundraising. Some of the ideas discussed so far 
include: 

• Saving money on mailing newsletters with an email or website 
delivery option; 

• Raising dues by a small amount within the next two years. 
 
Programs are being set up for the new year and we could use your help.  
If there is a special program you would like to see presented, or you 
know of someone would like to be a speaker please contact any member 
of the board with your suggestions. We are setting up a Program 
Committee to assist with these endeavors.   
 
Happy New Year! and see you at our annual meeting 
 
Your Board of Directors 
 
MOCOGENSO 2015 SLATE OF OFFICERS 
 
President  Elizabeth Nelson 
1st Vice Pres.  Linda Fonville  
2nd Vice President Marilyn Ruccello 
3rd Vice President Nancy Barton 
Recording Secretary Gary Carlsen 
Corresponding Sec. Ellen Riddick 
Treasurer  Jeannie Pedersen 
Corresponding Sec. Mary Ellen Riddick 
Member-at-Large Bill Hannah 
Member-at-Large Carol Steed 

 
        MOCOGENSO 
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FUTURE MOCOGENSO EVENTS 
 
Monthly Board Meetings 
The Board meets on the 3rd Monday of each 
month at the Family History Center 1024 
Noche Buena, Seaside, CA. at 7 p.m. 
 
March 5, 2015 
7:00 p.m. Family History Center 1024 
Noche Buena, Seaside, CA. Door opens at 
6:00 
 
April 2, 2015 
7:00 p.m. Family History Center 1024 
Noche Buena, Seaside, CA..  Door opens at 
6:00 
 
OTHER EVENTS 
 
January 24, 2015 
DAR Seminar 
The 33thrd Annual DAR FHC Genealogical 
Seminar will be held at the Family History 
Center Saturday January 25, 2014 8:00 am - 
3:30 pm.  
 

February 11-14, 2015 
Registration is now open for the 2015 FGS 
Conference. Join genealogists from across 
the United States (and those attending 
RootsTech) for the largest family history 
event ever held in North America! 
http://www.fgs.org/ 
 
 
 
MOCOGENSO RESEARCH SERVICES 
 
MoCoGenSo now offers research services 
for Monterey County.  Several of our 
members are experienced in researching 
local records, and will be assisting the 
society in a research service.  Visit our 
website http://www.mocogenso.org.  for 
details 
 
 
 
MOCOGENSO E-MAIL LIST 
"To sign up for the email announcement list 
or to update your email address if you have 
not been receiving emails from 
MoCoGenSo, please contact Marilyn  
Ruccello at   rruccello@aol.com   
 
 
 
MOCOGENSO WEBSITE 
Check out the new MoCoGenSo Website for 
society information. 
http://mocogenso.wordpress.com 
If you have information to post or share with 
others contact Jim Rogeson  
james.robeson@gmail.com 
 
 
If you see a single line over one letter in 
a name in a document, it usually means 
that the letter was actually used twice in 
the name and not just once. An example 
is “Fanny” written as "Fany" with a line 
over the "n.” 

http://www.mocogenso.org/�
mailto:%20%20rrucello@aol.com�
http://mocogenso.wordpress.com/�


January February 2015 MoCoGenSo Newsletter 3 

EXCERPTS FROM THE GONZALES TRIBUNE 
Newspaper Archives, California Contributors http://www.newspaperabstracts.com  
Gonzales Tribune, Monterey County,  
Saturday, 1 April 1892, part of page 3 
This is by no means a complete transcription of what interesting and useful items are available in this 
issue.  

LOCAL AND PERSONAL  

[not complete]  

Geo. DOZIER, a prominent stock-raiser of Jamesburg, was in town Thursday on a visit to his 
brother-in-law, J. W. DRAKE.  

Abel SOBERANES will pay the highest price for beef and stock cattle and calves. He will always be 
found on his ranch across the river from Gonzales. [advert]  

Will J. FAW, who has been visiting here for several weeks, left to-day for Oregon, where he will resume 
his connection with the Woodburn nursery.  

James PRINGLE of San Ardo, M. L. LANDRUM of Peach Tree and Fred MAY of San Lucas went to 
Salinas Thursday as delegates to the county Alliance convention.  

H. V. MULLER of Salinas will please accept our thanks for a copy of the Richmond Enquirer dated 
March 30, 1863, and published during the heat of the rebellion.  

Mrs. ST. JAMES still keeps in the lead as the most fashionable milliner in Salinas. all the latest styles can 
be seen at her establishment. She is constantly receiving new goods. [advert]  

A. L. WEAVER, who, with his wife, has been visiting the latter's parents, Mr. and Mrs. J. WORKINS of 
this place, has returned to King City. His wife will remain for a month or so.  

G. W. ROADHOUSE, an attorney and real estate agent of Salinas, and Mr. ROLF, special agent of the 
Phenix Insurance Company of Hartford, were in town last Wednesday on business.  

Mrs. M. J. O,BRIEN and J. H. TOFT went to Salinas Monday to select furniture for the new apartments 
now being fitted up in TWISSELMAN hall as an addition to TOFT & Co.'s store.  

The barometer went up to 30.46 last Wednesday, the highest point it has ever been known to reach in this 
part of the valley. We may accordingly look for a prolonged dry spell.  

W. R. SMITH of Metz was here Tuesday on business. He had just returned from his father's funeral, who 
died on the 31st of March at Mulberry, San Benito county at the advanced age of 81 years.  

The butchers of Salinas and the Gonzales tug-of-war team will have a friendly contest in Salinas next 
Saturday, the 16th instant, for a purse of $100, the winners to get two-thirds of the gate receipts.  

Andrew REID of Bryson was here during the week on a visit to friends and relatives, and left on 
Thursday for the county seat to represent his Alliance in the Alliance convention held there on that day.  

D. LAZIER, a brother of J. C. LAZIER of this place, arrived here Thursday from Canada. He will reside 
here in the future, having secured the position of book-keeper for the firm of Thomas F. & George E. 
FAW.  
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SARLES & WIDEMANN, the popular Gonzales merchants, have just received a new supply of gent's 
furnishing goods and ladies' dress goods in all of the latest styles and patterns. see their new "ad" in 
another column.  

The Gonzales tug-of-war team, in another column, challenges the Soledad boys to a friendly contest for 
$100 and two-thirds of the gate receipts. The money is up, and the Soledad boys will probably accept the 
challenge.  

At a meeting of the citizens of this place Wednesday it was decided not to have a public picnic and 
barbecue on May day. This will be the first time in years that Gonzales has let May day pass without a 
grand celebration.  

KICKED BY A HORSE.  

A Two-Year-Old Boy Narrowly Escapes Death.  

The youngest son of Mr. and Mrs. John HARGENS, only two years of age, met with a nearly fatal 
accident last Saturday. The child, with his brother, who is but one year older, were playing in the barn 
where the horses were tied, when the little fellow went too near the heels of one of the animals and 
received a terrific kick in the forehead, which fractured the skull. Their father was not home at the time, 
so their mother hurried to their nearest neighbor, J. B. FREED, and informed him of what had happened. 
Mr. FREED immediately drove to town for Dr. GORDON, who lost no time driving to the ranch to 
minster to the wants of the little sufferer. A portion of the skull was driven in by the force of the blow, 
thus leaving an aperture through which the brains oozed out upon the face. A part of the fractured bone 
was removed and deep sutures taken to draw the parts as closely together as possible. This unfortunate 
little fellow has fair prospects of recovery if brain fever does not set in.  

The Season's Rainfall.  

The following table will show the amount of rain which has fallen this season at Gonzales, according to 
FAW's rain gauge:  
December . . . 4.01  
January . . . . . .20  
February . . . . 1.61  
March . . . . . . 2.35  
April . . . . . . . .32  
Total . . . . . . 8.52  
 
Run Over By the Cars.  
Soledad, April 8 — D. CAIRNS, a prominent Odd Fellow of Salinas and a plasterer by occupation, was 
run over by the train at this place today. He is badly injured about the thigh and groin, but will probably 
recover. The Odd Fellows are attending to his wants and Dr. GORDON of Gonzales is dressing his 
wounds. A Salinas physician has also been telegraphed for.  

A False Report.  

Parties have circulated a report that we are selling old grain bags and are thus enabled to undersell them. 
this is not true. We are contracting for June and July delivery bags, brought from Calcutta by the ship 
Garfield which arrived in San Francisco last week. Our prices are as low or lower than those of anyone 
else. T. F. & G. E. FAW.  

[My copy does not show the beginning of this article, alas. It seems to include mostly legal things and 
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road budget information. Possibly a meeting of the Monterey County Board of Supervisors, or some other 
governing body.]  

. . . . In matter of road in Castroville road district over lands of Karner O'CONNER and others — Award 
is made as follows: Mrs. O'CONNER is awarded $200 in addition to award of $300 made February 5, 
1892.  

Resignation of L. B. JENKINS as Justice of the Peace of Alisal township is accepted and the following 
resolution unanimously adopted: "Whereas L. B. JENKINS has filed with the Board of Supervisors his 
resignation as Justice of the Peace of Alisal township, and, whereas, there are now several indictments 
filed against L. B. JENKINS, now, therefore, be it resolved that it is the sense of this board that the best 
interests of the people at large would be most subserved by a dismissal of the indictments against said L. 
B. JENKINS; now, therefore, we call the attention of the District Attorney to this resolution and ask that 
he examine into the matter of the dismissal of the said indictments and that he dismiss them if, in his 
judgment, a dismissal would be proper."  

The County Auditor is ordered to transfer $2000 from the current expense fund to the hospital fund.  

In matter of road in Castroville road district over lands of J. B. CASTRO and others — Matter laid over 
until Wednesday, May 4, 1892.  

Ordered, by unanimous vote, that the Office Specialty Manufacturing Company furnish the County 
Clerk's office with a steel document filing case containing 220 files and thirty drawers, to be fitted with 
Acme locks, at a cost of $560.  

The claim of John PESANTE for $49.25, rejected on the 8th day of March, is reconsidered and allowed 
for $15 on the Natividad road fund.  

Order appointing J.J. WYATT, W. M. R. PARKER and D. R. LACEY as trustees of the law library for 
1892.  

In matter of road work in all the road districts of Monterey county, ordered that the roadmasters suspend 
all work on the roads in their several districts, as all the road funds are at present overdrawn, and no 
claims for labor will be allowed; but this order does not apply to persons who wish to work out their poll 
taxes.  

It appearing to the board that obstructions are placed on several of the old traveled roads of the county 
(and so used by the general public) by fences and gates, it is hereby unanimously ordered that the 
overseers of the several road districts are hereby notified to remove such obstruction in their road 
districts.  

George BOEKENOOGEN went to Salinas Tuesday.  

[There are several advertisements mentioning these names: SARLES & WIDEMAN (store), Thos F. & 
Geo. E. FAW (grain bags), T. NELSON (shoemaker), J. T. ENOS (dentist), WEBSTER (tin and 
plumbing). 
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Gonzales Tribune, Monterey County,  
Saturday, 9 April 1892,  part of page 2 

This is by no means a complete transcription of what interesting and useful items are available in this 
issue. 
  
HON. W. J. HILL has published his valedictory as Mayor of Salinas in his own paper, the Salinas 
Index.  The speech proper takes up about a column in loaded brevier and refers principally to his official 
acts as chief executive of the municipal government, and particularly to the public improvements he was 
instrumental in carrying out, and for which he modestly claims the credit.  The speech, as a whole reflects 
the natural and inborn modesty of the man, the personal pronoun "I" being used only twenty-one times 
during the recital. 
  
C. P. HUNTINGTON says the Southern Pacific Company expenditures in California last year were 
$1,500,000 more than its total revenue from the State, and yet he would have the people believe the 
company is out of politics.  Now, if the triumvirate will inform us how much of this money was spent in 
this county we can tell whether Monterey got its pro rata or not. 

Give it Your Support. 
The Gonzales Racecourse Association having completed their organization now invite the public to take 
shares in the capital stock of the same.  The capital stock is $5000, divided into 100 shares of $5 
each.  The work of plowing and grading the track is progressing rapidly under the able management of P. 
CHRISTMAN, and bids fair to be one of the best mile tracks in the State.  All are respectfully invited to 
encourage the enterprise by taking some of its capital stock, which is now on sale at the office of the 
secretary in lot to suit.     

 [Advertisement]    A good straw-burning engine for sale cheap.  It is nearly as good as new and in good 
order every way.   
Apply to E.K. ABBOTT, Salinas City. 
 
BORN 
TALBOT — Near Chualar, March 28, 1892, to the wife of Paul TALBOTT,  a son. 
  
DIED 
SMITH — in Mulberry, San Benito county, Cal., March 31 1892, Robert Smith, a native of Scotland, 
aged 81 years. 
  
[Advertisement]    THE CAPITOL HOTEL Of Soledad 
    Is the leading hotel of the town.  Nice comfortable rooms and good board at reasonable rates and first 
class in every respect. 
M. LEE, Proprietor 
  
[There is also a big advertisement for J. S. PLATZ, a blacksmith, wagon maker and machinist in 
Gonzales.] 
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Gonzales Tribune, Monterey County,  
Saturday, 16 April 1892,  part of page 2 
This is by no means a complete transcription of what interesting and useful items are available in this 
issue. 
  
Soledad Improvements. 
  
Soledad is coming to the front as a business center for a large and fertile area of country.  New life seems 
to be infused into the town, as anyone can see by stopping there for a day or two and noting the amount of 
business transacted.  The merchants are good, square business men who have the welfare and prosperity 
of the town at heart, and there is no good reason why they should not receive the patronage of that section 
of the country, as they sell their goods at reasonable, living prices.  Considerable improvement is going 
on: notably the addition to the Capital Hotel [sic], which will be a great improvement to that popular 
house.  Eleven rooms will be added to the house, and when completed it will be the largest hotel in town. 

A grand picnic and barbecue will be given by the people of the town on Friday, the 29th instant, and this 
will be followed by a grand ball in the evening.  The picnic and barbecue will be free to all and the 
admission to the ball will be $2 per couple, including supper. 

But the principal drawback to the town is the large Mexican grants owned by non-residents who draw 
their yearly revenue, but leave nothing in return, but in this respect it is no worse off than the majority of 
towns in California.  Non-resident land-owners are a curse to the country, and until they are forced to sell 
by being compelled to pay taxes on the full cash value of their land, but little progress may be expected. 
     
We are in receipt of the third number of the Jeffersonian, a new Democratic weekly published in Hollister 
by McCARTHY & JOHNSON.  Its editorials are ably written and have a true Democratic ring.  It will be 
a great help to the Democratic party of San Benito county and this Senatorial district.  We welcome it to 
our exchange list and wish it many years of success. 

The Tribune congratulates the Castroville Enterprise on having entered upon its second volume full of life 
and vigor.  With Sister FRANCIS at the masthead the people of Castroville are assured of a newspaper 
that will thoroughly represent them.  Long life to the Enterprise and its fair editor. 
  
The farmers of the Salinas valley spend large sums of money yearly in poisoning squirrels in their grain 
fields.  If the railroad company would lend a helping had and poison the thousands that make their homes 
on each side of their track, the farmers' labor would not be in vain. 
  
[Large advertisement for VANDERHURST-SANBORN Co. in Salinas City, a 
grocery-hardware-drygoods store.] 
[Largish advertisement for F. W. SCHMECHEL, a tailor in Salinas City.] 
 [Advertisement]    Patronize Charles DEMANGE's New Store, Soledad, Successor to GREENBOUM & 
Co.  He Keeps Groceries, Dry Goods, Wines and Liquors and Lumber. 
 [Advertisement]    THE CAPITOL HOTEL [sic] Of Soledad Is the leading hotel of the town.  Nice 
comfortable rooms and good board at reasonable rates and first-class in every respect.  M. LEE, 
Proprietor. 
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USCIS GENEALOGY PROGRAM 

A little-known program of the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) provides genealogy 
information that may be difficult or impossible to obtain elsewhere. The records include naturalization 
files, visa applications, and citizenship tests, and may reveal family secrets and mysteries. In addition to 
relatives, historians or researchers can also request files. 

Under the USCIS Genealogy Program, which started in 2008, requests are usually completed within 90 
days. The government will run a search of the name, as long as the person is deceased. If there are records 
available, the government charges additional fees for the files. The fee for a record copy from microfilm 
identified as (M) is $20 per request. The fee for a copy of a hard copy file identified as (HC) is $35 per 
request. More information about the fees associated with each file series may be found at 
 http://www.uscis.gov/history-andgenealogy/genealogy/historical-records-series-available-genealogy-
program. 

The documents typically include immigration information, often (but not always) including exact 
hometowns in their ancestors’ native countries. The files often have information on brothers, sisters, aunts 
and uncles. Many times it is useful to obtain the records of your uncles, aunts, and cousins who also 
immigrated from “the old country.” 

If the immigrant applied for American citizenship, the details are also included in these files. For anyone 
of Japanese, German, or Italian origin who lived in the United States during World War II, the documents 
often include FBI reports about the person’s activities, including friends, family, and political activities.  
For more information about the program, check out http://www.uscis.gov/genealogy. 
Eastman's Online Genealogy Newsletter 
 
WHERE TO FIND DEATH RECORDS AND THEIR USES 
 
There are several excellent places to find death records, and most of them have a wealth of other 
information. 
Listed here are some to try: 
 
Death Certificates 
The official record in modern times is a death certificate. There you may find: 
• cause of death (sometimes in grisly detail) 
• last place of residence 
• age at death 
• birth information 
• marriage data, including marital status and spouse’s name 
• burial information 
• parents of the deceased and their birthplaces 
For most deaths since the 1930s, the Social Security Death Index (SSDI) is useful and could be 
considered an 
official source. 
Church records often include deaths and burials. 
Obituaries are fairly reliable sources of death information, because they tend to be written within a few 
days of a death. They may contain birth and marriage data, as well as the names of family members who 
preceded the deceased in death, and surviving family members and their spouses. It’s common to find 
information about education, military service, and professional activities, among other biographical 
information. 

http://www.uscis.gov/history-and-genealogy/genealogy/historical-records-series-available-genealogy-program�
http://www.uscis.gov/history-and-genealogy/genealogy/historical-records-series-available-genealogy-program�
http://www.uscis.gov/genealogy�
http://feedly.com/e/pwCXOwfS�
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Funeral programs tucked away in drawers, boxes, and files can be good sources of death information. 
News articles and death notices in newspapers are reasonably reliable, contemporaneous sources. (Of 
course, 
obituaries often run in newspapers, too.) 
Family histories, family Bibles, and family member journals can be good sources of information as to 
the timing and circumstances of someone’s death. Siblings, children, other close relatives, neighbors, and 
close friends may be good sources of clues, at least, and a general sense of when and how someone died, 
even if they don’t remember precise dates. 
Cemetery records may even include obituaries. Many of these can be found at findagrave.com and 
billiongraves.com 
Military records may have death information, if the individual died in military services. Military pension 
records generally include death information, regardless of the time and circumstances of death. In fact, a 
spouse’s military pension records may include an individual’s death information, too. 
Probate records often have death information. 
That box in the attic probably won’t be as fruitful a source of death information as it is of birth 
information, but it may still be useful. Letters, bills, and other documents may have actual data or at least 
offer clues. 
Census records can offer circumstantial evidence of the decade of someone’s death. If the 1930 census 
lists greatgrandpa but the 1940 census doesn’t, this may suggest that he passed away between those two 
censuses.  
Tax records, city and phone directories, and land records can narrow the time down further. 
(Excerpted from a post by David Rodeback on blog.worldvitalrecords.com, 23 Oct 2013) 
 
NEW E-BOOK GUIDE FOR WRITING YOUR MEMOIRS 
 
Lorine McGinnis Schulze has written a 54 page E-Book called Writing Your Memoirs For Descendants: 
Prompts for Recording & Preserving Your Family Stories and Memories , which provides almost 150 
prompts and suggestions for guiding you as you record your childhood memories and stories. Each 
prompt has several questions designed to jog your memory of events. Its prompts are organized by 
categories. For example one category is Firsts (first Kiss, first Dance, first airplane ride, first birth in 
family, first car, first death in family, first wedding in family, etc. ) It also contains suggestions for 
publishing your journals to share with family members. The Kindle edition of 
Writing Your Memoirs For Descendants: Prompts for Recording & Preserving Your Family Stories and 
Memories is available on Amazon.com for only $2.99.  
(Posted on Olive Tree Genealogy, 14 Aug 2014) 
 
 
WHY DID IMMIGRANTS CHANGE THEIR NAMES 
 
Many people think their ancestor’s names were changed when they entered the United States. It is not just 
that individuals do exist whose immigrant ancestors didn’t have their surnames changed for them at Ellis 
Island. Every person whose ancestors arrived at that port has a name that was not changed there. 
Passenger manifests were created when people were getting on board the ship. Upon their arrival, 
immigrants were processed at Ellis Island by a massive group of professional staff that spoke a multitude 
of foreign languages. They had no trouble understanding the different languages. The reality is that names 
were changed after the immigrants’ arrival. The reasons for changing one’s name were many and varied. 
Many wanted to sound more American. This was especially true in the first half of the twentieth century. 
With Germany as the enemy in World Wars I and II, many families with Germanic surnames changed to 
avoid the prejudice against them. Families with complicated names that were difficult to spell may have 
changed 
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their name simply because they were tired of correcting people. And the English-speaking record-keepers 
in America did not really care about how immigrants spelled their names, accounting for many varied 
spellings in the surviving records. For those of you who use computers for your genealogy and do not 
already receive your newsletters paperless, this is for you. You might want to reconsider. It is so handy to 
be able to click on web addresses, or to copy and paste them into your browser to go to a website you are 
interested in. Also, if you have your computer with you when you are researching, you always have the 
newsletters with you for sites you want to check. --- and you can always download a paper copy. If you 
are interested in changing, just e-mail me at: vlwill.willison4@gmail.com. 
(Taken from an article in Mocavo News, 23 Aug 2014) 
 
 
Findmypast has launched a “Hall of Heroes” campaign to help you share stories about heroic figures in 
your family history—whether their deeds have been officially recognized in some way, or are known only 
to you. You can submit your family hero's story, describe records where you found the information, and 
read about other heroes documented in the site's collections. Browse the Hall of Heroes website at: 
http://heroes.findmypast.com/ 
 
The North Carolina Digital Collections contain over 90,000 historic and recent photographs, state 
government publications, manuscripts, and other resources on topics related to North Carolina. The 
Collections are free and fulltext searchable, and they bring together content from the State Archives of 
North Carolina and the State Library of 
North Carolina. <http://www.ncdcr.gov/archives/Home.aspx> http://statelibrary.ncdcr.gov/ 
 
This is a useful little page for searching for obituaries on FamilySearch.org. The page searches the 
Memories feature of FamilySearch Family Tree for stories containing the word “obituary.” 
https://familysearch.org/obituaries/. 
 
England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975 -- Index to selected England births and christenings. Only a 
few localities are included and the time period varies by locality. The year range represents most of the 
records. A few records may be earlier or later. https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1473014 
 
The WikiChicks Genealogy News Network (WickiChicks GNN) is a free service that provides 
social media posts to help educate and inform genealogists and family historians about news, 
events and research tips. The WikiChicks’ GNN team share information of interest to 
genealogists daily via popular social media sources, including Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, 
Flipboard, and Storify. www.WikiChicks.wiki (You cannot click on this website from here. You 
have to paste it into a web browser). 
 
The Genealogist has a website that is interesting to check. Click on “Search” at the top to put in 
the name you are searching and the record you want to search. An index will come up. To get 
complete information, you have to subscribe, but the index gives some information, which might 
help you in your search. http://www.thegenealogist.co.uk/subscription/ 
 
My Genealogy Hound is a completely free site to view thousands of family biographies from early and 
rare history and genealogy references. Currently, the website includes more than 26,000 biographies from 
158 counties in ten states: Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and Tennessee. www.mygenealogyhound.com. Subscribe to the free newsletter, which will 
update you, weekly of the latest additions at: http://www.mygenealogyhound.com/free-newsletter.html 
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ONLINE PROJECT A BOON TO NATIVE AMERICAN HISTORY 
 
The Oklahoma Historical Society, the National Archives at Fort Worth and the genealogy website 
Ancestry.com, have opened a window onto the forced relocation of five major tribes in the 1800s. Their 
collaboration provides access to previously hard-to-obtain information about a significant chapter in the 
history of the American Indian – the government    ordered exodus under the Removal Act of 1830 of the 
so-called “Five Civilized Tribes” from the Southeast to Indian Territory, in what is now Oklahoma. The 
purpose was to open their lands to white settlers. The tribes were labeled “civilized” by the federal 
government because their tribal structures, such as their governments and judicial systems, as well as 
many cultural norms like religion and literacy, mirrored European models. The tribes affected were: the 
Cherokee, from North Carolina and Georgia; the Chickasaw, from Tennessee and northern Mississippi; 
the Choctaw, from Mississippi; the Creek, from Alabama and Georgia; and the Seminole, from Florida. 
People wanting to trace their lineage who think they may be descended from one of the five tribes can 
do so through Ancestry.com for records that were once hard to get. The data kept by the National 
Archives and the Oklahoma Historical Society, which had a trove of Five Civilized Tribes records, 
including birth and marriage histories, were not digitized. Ancestry.com proposed the joint project and 
bore the costs of scanning the records. Much of the data was in microfiche or on the original documents, 
so the website will give many people hungry for information access for the first time. The online 
information about the five tribes now covers the years 1830-1940 and supplements recordsthe website 
already had. 
(Excerpted from an article by Maria Recio,McClatchy, Washington Bureau, in the Lexington 
Herald-leader, 7 Nov 2014, Via The Weekly Genealogist, 12 Nov 2014 
 
AMERICAN INDIAN RECORDS 
 
Genealogy site Ancestry.com has added millions of new American Indian records for the use of those 
who think they may have American Indian blood. The idea came about due to a slim 5.2 million people 
identifying themselves as having American Indian or Alaskan Native ancestry on 2010 U.S. Census 
forms. Estimates as to those who have American Indian in their genealogy were much higher. 
Ancestry.com figured that a lot of times, people just don’t know their genealogy very well or that they 
have American Indian blood. So, to help solve that problem, the genealogy website has partnered with the 
Oklahoma Historical Society to add the American Indian historical records, as well as images, to its 
website. Ancestry.com will now have more than 10 million American Indian historical records. That 
makes it the largest online collection of American Indian genealogy out there. The new info includes 
census counts, treaties, land allotments, marriage certificates and citizenship from over 570 tribes. 
Records will include Oklahoma and Indian Territory Dawes Census Cards for Five Civilized Tribes 
from 1898-1914, Oklahoma and Indian Territory Indian Censuses and Rolls from 1851-1959, ratified 
Indian Treaties and Chiefs from 1722-1869, Oklahoma Indian Land Allotment sales from 1908-1927, and 
records related to enrollment of Eastern Cherokee by Guion Miller from 1908-1910. If you weren’t all 
that interested in your genealogy before, perhaps you will be now that there is a 
possibility that you could have American Indian blood. It’s worth a look, anyway!  
(Excerpted from an article by Lacy Langley in Webpronews on 7 Nov 2014) 
 
HOW TO FIND A REVOLUTIONARY WAR PATRIOT 
 
After earlier skirmishes, the American Revolutionary War started with the battle between British troops 
and local Massachusetts’s militia at Lexington and Concord, Massachusetts, on 19 April 1775. It ended 
eight years later with the signing of the Treaty of Paris in 1783. If you have been able to trace your 
ancestry in America back to those years, you have an excellent chance of finding at least one ancestor 
who had some type of service related to the Revolutionary War effort. 
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If you have already documented your U.S. ancestry to 1760 or earlier, you already have an excellent 
chance of finding either a Patriot or a Loyalist in the family tree. Boys as young as 16 were allowed to 
serve, so any male ancestors born in 1760 or earlier are possible veterans. You can even find a few 
younger boys who served as drummers or assistants in the Revolutionary War and later were credited as 
veterans, even though they were not considered soldiers during the war itself. Those who didn’t serve 
directly in a military capacity may have helped in other ways, such as providing goods, supplies, or non-
military service to the cause. Women also participated in the American Revolution, sometimes as spies, 
and a very few even fought in battles while disguised as male soldiers. If your ancestor served as a Patriot 
and lived long enough after the war to apply for a pension, you can probably find a pension application 
for him. Almost all federal pension applications have survived, even the applications of those who were 
later turned down. In most cases, the veterans had to prove they were true veterans and therefore eligible 
for pensions. The “proof” often consisted of testimonials from relatives, neighbors, or from other military 
veterans with whom they served. Such testimonials often provide a wealth of genealogy information, 
frequently mentioning parents, spouses, siblings, and children. Even the applications that were eventually 
rejected can be valuable to today’s genealogists.  In 1832, all of the living veterans would have been at 
least 72 years old. Many had already died, either from war injuries or from unrelated causes. In many 
cases, widows of veterans applied for benefits based on a husband’s service. In most cases, widows’ 
applications provided even more family information than did the applications received from actual 
veterans. 
Some sources for finding information are: 
Follow the Money – Tracking Revolutionary War Army Pension Payments by Claire Prechtel-Kluskens is 
a great tutorial on researching Revolutionary War pension applications. The tutorial may be found at 
http://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2008/winter/follow-money.html. 
Revolutionary War pension applications may be found in their entirety on Fold3.com at 
http://www.fold3.com along with many Revolutionary War service records, final payment vouchers for 
several states, many Revolutionary War rolls, and more. 
RootsWeb at http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com. The information there is submitted by other RootsWeb 
users so accuracy is not guaranteed. As always with any genealogy claims, you need to independently 
verify each piece of information you obtain on RootsWeb. 
Census Records for 1790 and the early 1800s also can be very helpful in identifying Revolutionary War 
ancestors. The census records may be found on MyHeritage.com, Ancestry.com. FamilySearch.org also 
has many census records available online although not all of them. If you have identified an ancestor born 
between 1710 and 1765 who was living in 1775-1776, check the online 
DAR Patriot Index to see if your ancestor is listed. If the answer is yes, someone else has submitted an 
approved 
DAR application for your ancestor; you will want to see more details in that application. If the answer is 
no, your ancestor could still be a Revolutionary War patriot; however, no one has submitted an approved 
DAR application 
for him/her. 
A DAR Patriot INDEX (not the full records) is available at 
http://services.dar.org/public/dar_research/search/?Tab_ID=1. 
Other books to be searched include numerous compilations or source records from various states, land 
grants made years later as a result of Revolutionary War service, and even books about various generals 
and admirals that 
may mention some of the men who served under them. You can find many such books in your local 
library and at Google Books. 
As with any genealogy effort, a bit of perseverance may provide records you never knew about – and very 
possibly contribute facts about your ancestors that you never knew. (Excerpted from an article by Dick 
Eastman in 
Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter, 10 Nov 2014) 
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SEARCHING FOR CLUES IN OBITUARIES 
 
An obituary is the final record of a person's life, information is included that can lead you to some 
amazing discoveries about your family. When you look at an obituary it is important that you pinpoint 
those bits of information and make a note of them. First read the obituary through once or twice just to get 
an idea of theinformation included. Then underline the important pieces of information. Read it over 
again to make sure you underlined everything of importance. Here are the things you will want to look for 
in an obituary: 
• The deceased's full name 
• Age 
• Gender 
• Date of birth 
• Date of death 
• Place or City of Residence 
• Occupation 
• Military Service 
• Church Affiliation 
• Life events 
• Awards or Accomplishments 
• Names of survivors 
• Place where funeral or memorial service is held 
• Place of internment 
(From EzineArticles.com 12 Feb 2014 
 
OBITUARY SEARCH 
 
FamilySearch.org has announced a partnership with GenealogyBank.com to one day eventually put online 
for free some 100 million obituaries from historic US newspapers. Some estimates would suggest that 
about 250 million people have died in the US since the country was founded. This would imply that this 
initiative would cover about 40% of all deaths in the United States, which is an impressive proportion. 
You can already search for free right now a massive number of US obituaries using the Genealogy Search 
Engine. It covers obituaries in historic newspapers from many different websites, including Chronicling 
America. It is also the only ancestral search engine that covers the massive Google Newspaper Archive, 
which has an incredible number of US obituaries. (Just out of curiosity I put in some of my unusual 
Family names and was surprised at the number of obits that came up, though I didn’t take time to see if 
any of my family was included.) You can find this search help at: 
<http://www.genealogyintime.com/tools/genealogy-search-engine.html> 
(From an article in genealogyintime.com) 
 
BABY NAMES: RULES AROUND THE WORLD 
 
These are some of the most interesting baby-naming laws from 10 countries: 
 
1. Even though the Chinese language has over 70,000 characters, only a small percentage of those 
characters are machine-readable. In China, children's names are limited to characters that are machine 
readable, for identification cards. Although parents have free range to choose the name themselves, 
numbers and non-Chinese symbols and characters are not allowed. 
2. Like China, Japan also only allows names with machine-readable characters in them. 
3. Hungarian parents must choose from a pre-approved name list. If they would like a name not on the 
list, they can apply for approval from a government committee. 
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4. In New Zealand, names which can cause offense, embarrassment, or are unreasonably long, are not 
allowed. 
5. Icelandic parents are limited to choosing a name from The National Register of Persons, with some 
1,800 names 
for each gender. If parents want to choose a name not pre-approved, they can apply to the Iceland Naming 
Committee and pay a fee to see if their choice is acceptable. Names must include only Icelandic 
characters, fit with Icelandic language and traditions and not embarrass the child. The name Harriet is not 
allowed, as it can't be conjugated in Icelandic. Names with the letter "C" are also rejected, as it does not 
exist in Icelandic. 
6. In Italy, ridiculous and shameful names are banned by law. 
7. Norwegians must choose a name that is not traditionally a surname or middle name. Names can only 
be changed once every 10 years. According to Norwegian law, if you change your surname to a name 
held by fewer than 200people, you must ask permission from everyone with that surname before you are 
allowed to change it. 
8. In Germany, baby names must be approved by the Standesamt or office of vital statistics in the area 
where the baby was born. The child's gender must be apparent by its first name, and that name cannot be 
one used traditionally as a surname. Names must not cause embarrassment or negatively affect the child. 
Rejected names can be appealed. 
9. Danish parents are limited by the Law on Personal Names to choosing a baby name from a list of some 
7,000 
names. If parents want to choose a name not on the list, it must be approved by the local church and then 
reviewed by government officials. "Unusual" names are normally rejected. 
10. Although the US has fewer naming laws than other countries, they do have some unusual laws not 
commonlyknown. Many states limit the number of characters in a name due to limitations of record 
keeping software. Some states ban the use of numerals or pictograms, and others ban the use of obscenity. 
A few states have no naming laws whatsoever. 
(Posted by Esther on 30 Oct 2014 on My Heritage Blog) 
 
A GUARDIAN WHEN THE PARENTS ARE NOTDEAD 
 
Do not assume that because a child has a guardian appointed for him that the parents of that child are 
dead. A Maryland relative in 1817 gave money to two grandchildren and then appointed a guardian to 
oversee their inheritance. The parents of the child were still alive and their mother was the daughter of 
man writing the will. They were not named as the guardians of their children's inheritance. The writer of 
the will was likely trying to avoid the son-in-law having any control over the grandchildren's 
inheritance. Giving the money directly to the daughter in 1817 would have realistically meant that the 
son-in-law controlled it. Giving it to the grandchildren and appointing someone else to oversee it took 
care of that. 
(Genealogy Tip of the Day 21 Oct 2014) 
 
 
FamilySearch.org has created a new collection called United States World War I Draft Registration 
Cards 1917- 1918. It consists of 24 million draft records of adult males, which represented almost half of 
the male population of the United States at the time. A typical draft card listed the full name of the person, 
home address, date of birth, place of birth, occupation, employer, dependents, marital status, height, build, 
eye color and hair color. The collection can be searched by first and last name. Access to the collection is 
free. [US World War I Draft Records]  
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1968530 
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Monterey County Genealogical Society 
Publications and Promotional Items 

 
Send Requests to:  MoCoGenSo Publications  
 P.O. Box 8144  
 Salinas, CA 93912-8144  
 
Description Qty Price Total 
Monterey County Death Index Vol. 1-3 (Soft cover 3300 entries ___ $30.00 ______ 
Monterey County Death Index Vol. 1-3  (CD 3300 entries) ___ $15.00 ______ 
Monterey County Birth Records Vol. 1-4  (Soft cover 4800 entries) ___ $30.00 ______ 
Monterey County Birth Records Vol. 1-4  (CD 4800 entries) ___ $15.00 ______ 
1890 Great Register (Soft Copy Voting Register 114 pages.)  ___ $25.00  ______ 
1890 Great Register (CD Voting Register 114 pages.)  ___ $15.00  ______ 
1876-86 Salinas Index Newspaper Abstracts (A-K 191 pages)  ___             $25.00   ______ 
1876-86 Salinas Index Newspaper Abstracts (L-Z 190 pages)  ___ $25.00  ______ 
Soldiers and Census-Early Monterey Alta California 1779- 1850 (37 pages) ___ $15.00  ______  
Soldiers and Census-Early Monterey Alta California 1779- 1850 (CD) ___ $15.00  ______  
1889 Monterey County Directory (Soft cover 92 pages) ___ $25.00  ______ 
1889 Monterey County Directory (CD 92 pages) ___ $15.00  ______ 
Back Issues of MoCoGenSo Newsletter (1994-2000 (PDF CD)  ___   $15.00   _____ 
Back Issues of MoCoGenSo Newsletter (2001-2010 (PDF CD)  ___   $15.00   _____ 
MoCoGenSo Logo Pin ___ $  7.50  _____ 
Logo Apparel (see www.mocogenso.org)    
Shipping/handling ($5 for first copy, $2.00 for add'l )    ______ 
CA State Sales Tax (CA residents only)                         7.50%   ______ 
Total    ______ 
 
Please print or type name and address  
Name____________________________________________ Telephone No. ____ _______ ____________ 
 
Street Address__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip______________________________ State __________________ Zip Code ____________________ 
 
MoCoGenSo - 50/50 Program  
 
The goal of the 50/50 program is to encourage purchases of books and CD-ROMs for the library of the Family History 
Center, and to leverage the MoCoGenSo book budget by soliciting sponsors from our membership to share in the expense 
of such purchases. The idea is simple - members buy approved research materials, use them at home for a period of three 
months, and then donate the materials to the FHC library. Upon receipt of the materials at the library, MoCoGenSo will 
reimburse the member for 50% of the cost of the item. 50/50! Materials must be genealogy related and pre-approved by 
the 50/50 Program Committee. Materials must not duplicate current library holdings. To participate in the 50/50 Program, 
obtain a form from our website www.mocogenso.org or contact any member of the board. 
 
Queries and Newsletters Submissions 
 
Queries are free and may be mailed to the Society at P. O. Box 8144 Salinas, Ca 93912-8144 or submitted to the 
MoCoGenSo Newsletter editor garyc188@comcast.net. All queries must contain a connection to Monterey County and 
include contact information. 
 
Articles or Announcements for the newsletters can be sent to the editor garyc188@comcast.net, or left at the FHC 
Library.  All submittals must be received by the 15th of the month  previous  to the newsletters mailing. 

http://www.mocogenso.org/�
mailto:garyc188@comcast.net�
mailto:garyc188@comcast.net�
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP AND RENEWAL 
 
Our membership brochure describes the Society.  
Meeting time 7 PM 1st Thurs of the month at the Seaside FHC (Except July and holidays)  
Address: P.O. Box 8144, Salinas 93912-8144  
 
As in any organization that has expanded as much as MoCoGenSo there are some opportunities for volunteers to help us 
provide the programs, conferences and seminars that attract our membership in the first place. Officers may serve a two-
year term; this represents a substantial commitment but many tasks and needs are short term, even a day or two or a few 
hours a month. There is a place for everyone.  
 
Some of our members have special needs or circumstances that require some accommodation.  Please check here ____ if 
you would like to be contacted regarding special arrangements so that you could fully participate in the activities of the 
Society.   
 
Membership Fee---Individual $15.00 Family $22.50  
Membership year is April 1-Mar 31, and includes society newsletters, free queries, & mini workshops.  Renewals are due 
Mar. 31 of each year.  

 
 
Membership Type Individual___ Family __     Surnames_______________________________ 
Mr. Mrs. Ms. __________________________________________ _______________________________________ 
Address_______________________________________________ _______________________________________ 
City__________________________State______Zip___________ _______________________________________ 
Phone_____________ ____E-mail_________________________ _______________________________________ 
Comments/Questions ___________________________________ Localities_______________________________ 
____________________________________________________  _______________________________________ 
____________________________________________________  _______________________________________ 
 
 
Volunteers are needed for:  
Hospitality Committee____  Publicity Committee____  Conference Committee____    Fund raising____ 
             
 
SPECIAL MOCOGENSO TAX DEDUCTABLE CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
I wish to contribute to the Rob Fisher Memorial Fund      $________________ 
 
I wish to contribute to the MoCoGenSo Library Fund      $________________ 
 
I wish to contribute to the Operating Budget of the Monterey County Genealogy Society   $________________ 
 
 
Bookkeeping use only  
Type Family ___ Indiv._____     Expires_________________________  Received by ____________________ 
 
Date____________________     Mail List entry____________________ Total Received__________________ 
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MEETINGS 
Thursday  January 8, 2015 
Thursday February 5, 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Elected Officers    Appointed Positions 
 
President Vacant   Archivist/Historian Tom Price  649-8023 
                         tapancestors@sbcglobal.net 
1st VP Programs Vacant   Auditor Lucretia Portman    
                 luportman@comcast.net        
2nd VP Membership   Marilyn Ruccello 375-2340 Newsletter Editor Gary Carlsen 373-3515 
                     m.ruccello@aol.com                garyc188@comcast.net 
3rd VP Ways and Means Nancy Barton  659-4515 FGS & CSGA Delegate Kitty Nevin                  373-4821  
      nancywestbarton@yahoo.com               kmnevin@sbcglobal.net             
Recording Secretary Gary Carlsen  373-3515 Genealogist Gary Carlsen 
                 garyc188@comcast.net                garyc188@comcast.net 
Corresponding Secretary Ellen Riddick  443-0397 Publications Gary Carlsen 
                           sis3@ymail.com                              garyc188@comcast.net  
Treasurer Jeannie Pedersen 484-9350 Hospitality Jim Robeson 373-6412 
               alnjeannie@comcast.net        James.Robeson@gmail.com  
Member at Large Carol Steed  6335727 Publicity Marilyn Ruccello 
                       ccsteed@juno.com                    m.ruccello@aol.com 
Member at Large Bill Hannah                915-7923 Web Master Caroline Miller 373-5974 
             hannahbill@comcast.net               millerivan@comcast.net 
        Parliamentarian Sue Woodburn 899-2121 
                  seritasue2@comcast.net 
 
 

MEMBERS NEEDED TO HELP THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

As you can see from the list above we elected and appointed positions unfilled, and should be filled promptly.  Both Elected and appointed  positions require very little 
time, do not require your presence at all meetings and can be very rewarding.  If one of these available vacancies sound inviting to you please contact any of the above 
board members.  should you accept one of these vacancies the entire board of directors will be there to guide and support you. 
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