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JANUARY FEBRUARY MEETINGS 

 

January 5 2017 
ANNUAL MEETING AND 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

 
Join us for our Annual Meeting, 
Election, and Installation of Officers, a 
brief program, and Family History 
Center Open House with refreshments. 
  
How To Find Your Civil War 
Ancestors With Shelley McFadden 
 
February 2, 2017 
Searching For Your Roots At 
Monterey Public Library By 
Kathy Nielsen 
 
Join Kathy Nielsen, a Reference 
Librarian at the Monterey Public 
Library, as she shares her search for her 
family. Discover the treasures the 
Monterey Public Library offers to those 
researching their Monterey families, and 
to those searching for families who 
settled in other parts of the United 
States. She will inform us on the 
holdings of the “California History 
Room,” a repository specializing in 
California History on the Monterey 
Peninsula, extending from Moss 
Landing to Big Sur to Carmel Valley. 
She will demonstrate how to research 
families in the context of their time, and 
will share tips on how to access 
resources in Public Libraries and 
Archives throughout the United States. 

 
Family History Center 1024 Noche 
Buena, Seaside, CA.  Doors open at 
6:00, meeting at 7:00 
 

 

FROM THE BOARD 
 
GREETINGS! 
 
As 2016 passes into history and the New Year is before us, it is time to 
pause and reflect on the Society’s accomplishments and contemplate 
plans for the future. We had a variety of interesting programs this past 
year thanks to Shelley McFadden.  Some of the highlights were Barbara 
Rae-Venter and Stephen Morse. A huge thank you to everyone who 
helped with the Society’s 2016 activities! 
 
 
Monterey County Genealogy Society Inc. is a non-profit organization. 
Non-profits depend on dues, donations and fundraising in order to 
operate. It is not easy to find volunteers to coordinate or participate in 
fundraising activities.  If you have some ideas and would like to 
spearhead a project contact our new Ways and Means Vice President Bill 
Hannah hannahbill@comcast.net 
 
Programs are being set up for the new year and we could use your help.  
If there is a special program you would like to see presented, or you 
know of someone who would like to be a speaker please contact your 
new Program Chair Shelley McFadden teke4tennis@yahoo.com with 
your suggestions.  
 
Have a Healthy and Happy New Year! and see you at our annual meeting 
in January 
 
Your Board of Directors 
 
 

MOCOGENSO 2017 SLATE OF OFFICERS 

 
President  Gary Carlsen 
1st Vice Pres.  Shelley McFadden 
2nd Vice President Marilyn Ruccello 
3rd Vice President Bill Hannah 
Recording Secretary Theresa Henderson 
Corresponding Sec. Ellen Riddick 
Treasurer  Jeannie Pedersen 
Member-at-Large Kathy Anderson 
Member-at-Large Carol Steed 

 
        MOCOGENSO 
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FUTURE MOCOGENSO EVENTS 
 
Monthly Board Meetings 
The Board meets on the 3rd Monday of each 
month at the Family History Center 1024 
Noche Buena, Seaside, CA. at 7 p.m. 
 
March 2, 2017 
7:00 p.m. Family History Center 1024 
Noche Buena, Seaside, CA. Door opens at 
6:00 
 
April 6, 2017 
7:00 p.m. Family History Center 1024 
Noche Buena, Seaside, CA..  Door opens at 
6:00 
 
 
 

Some of our members 
are unable to drive to meetings and 
functions.  If you need a ride or can give a 
ride, please contact any Board member 

OTHER EVENTS 
 
Saturday, January 21 2017 
DAR Seminar 
The 36th Annual DAR FHC Genealogical 
Seminar will be held at the Family History 
Center Saturday January 25, 2015 8:00 am - 
3:30 pm. Keynote speaker is Dayna Jacobs, 
Fairy Tales, Facts, and Family History. 
 
February 8-11, 2017 
Roots Tech 2016 
RootsTech 2016 will be held on February 3–
6, 2016, again at the Salt Palace Convention 
Center in Salt Lake City. 
https://rootstech.org/ 
 
August 30 - September 2, 2017 
FGS 2017 National Conference —
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania will provide a 
wonderful historical backdrop with its rich 
genealogical resources for this four day 
genealogy event with local host Western 
Pennsylvania Genealogical Society 
 
MOCOGENSO RESEARCH SERVICES 
 
MoCoGenSo now offers research services 
for Monterey County.  Several of our 
members are experienced in researching 
local records, and will be assisting the 
society in a research service.  Visit our 
website http://www.mocogenso.org.  for 
details 
 
MOCOGENSO E-MAIL LIST 
"To sign up for the email announcement list 
or to update your email address if you have 
not been receiving emails from 
MoCoGenSo, please contact Marilyn  
Ruccello at   rruccello@aol.com   
 
MOCOGENSO WEBSITE 
Check out the new MoCoGenSo Website for 
society information. http//mocogenso.org 
If you have information to post or share with 
others contact Jim Robeson  
james.robeson@gmail.com 
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The Hollister Advance 
Monterey Co. (in future, San Benito Co.) 
July 1873 issues 
********************** 
 
*****5 July 1873 – 
 
***Sly Wedding -- 
Judge HUNT has had an unruffled week in his chambers. The little that was done however was of 
a very pleasant character. On Sunday morning last he married Robt. F. WALKER [hard to read -- 
fuzzy] and Mary E. PRATER. The victims came from the country. 
 
***Gilroy Correspondence -- 
Our Police Judge’s court has had a fair share of patronage this week: 
James O’HARA, D&D, $6 or 2 days, he jails. 
Thos. DUNNE, D&D, pleads guilty, $10 or 3 days; liking the company of Mr. O’HARA, boards 
at the City Hotel. 
Polly Carpio CORDON, a plain D, $6 or 3 days; thinking the foregoing would be lonely, she 
keeps them company. What would Tom BOWLING have said, had that been his Polly? 
John LEONARD, P&D, $6 or 2 days; jails. 
Ignacio FLORA, D&D, $15 or 5 days; jails. 
Harry LUDEVICK, D&D, $13.50 or 3 days; he boards at the City Hotel. 
Thomas DUNNE -- the same old DUNNE (I should judge a chronic) D&D, $15 or 7 days; he 
likes our city board so well that he jugs again. 
 
Birth -- to the wife of Simeon ZIEGLER, a son. 
 
The booming of cannon, which reverberated through the town on the Fourth, was the work of 
Richard EVANS and a man named BRIGGS (not the lawyer). They produced all the startling 
effects of the cannon by means of 2 blacksmith’s anvils and a small quantity of powder, but 
unluckily for EVANS, during the smoke of the operation, a flask of powder in his hand blazed 
away, scorching his hands and chest, although not so badly as to disable him from enjoying the 
festivities of the time. 
 
Shortly after the proceedings at HODGES’ Grove, yesterday, were concluded, a pile of hay was 
discovered on fire, and had communicated to a barn at the rear of BURNETT’s blacksmith shop. 
The Pioneer Hook and Ladder Co. were promptly on the ground, and pulling down the barn with 
great dispatch, arrested further damage. This is the first time, we believe, the Company have had 
occasion to use their hooks. 
 
John HANSON of this place was hastening in his team to the scene of a fire a short distance from 
the Montgomery House on Saturday evening last, but when jumping from it, he unluckily broke 
his leg, and had to get it repaired by Dr. RANKIN. We are glad to hear that he is rapidly getting 
right again. 
 
Dr. NEAL, after a pleasant journey to the southward, returned last Saturday and has resumed his 
practice. 
 
The Board of Trustees formally accepted the completion of San Benito and Fifth Sts., from the 
contractor J. MATHEWS on Monday last. 
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Mr. COOPER is bringing out a general business directory of Hollister which it is expected will be 
completed on Monday next. It will be on a large card board, and will be produced in good style. 
All the leading business establishments will be represented. Mr. COOPER is having it printed at 
this office. 
Mr. Frank MARTIN is about cutting down 40 acres of tobacco in splendid condition. 
 
 
***List of Unclaimed Letters, Hollister Post-office, June 30th, 1873 -- 
To obtain any of these letters, the applicant must call for advertised letters: 
ASHCROFT, Miss Louera, BOYD, A.T., BRAY, William, BAKER, Hiram, CHRISMAN, W.S., 
CROUD, Henry T., CRISMAN, P., COULTHER, Lewis B., DEAN, Platt V., EKLMO, P., 
FARLEY, A.B. 
FOSTRER, A., GUIETEREY, Eminia, GUINET, D., HILL, Sam’l, HENERETTA, John, 
HARNEY, Sarah 
JEFFERS, John, INDANT, John, LOW, Peter, LOYNE, John, LAHAN, Thomas, MILLER, Miss 
Josie C. 
MYERS, J.L., MARIDEN, George, M’GUGEN, Miss Emma, MOREDANT, Sydney, OREAR, 
Miss Minnie 
PLASS, E.W., O’CONOR, Timety, ROBERTSON, Leander, RAWLINGS, George S., SMITH, 
S.W. 
SMITH, Jonathan P., STRANARY, E.R., TAYLOR, S.W., THOMOS, Mordant, WEIR,  
WATSON, George 
 
***News In Brief -- 
 
**The East -- At Hudson, N.H., JEWETT, a rejected suitor, shot Ella WOOD, attempted to kill 
her father, and then fatally shot himself -- In the town of Thorndike, near Belfest, Me., Almon 
GORDON and his wife and child were found murdered in bed, and suspicion points to a brother 
of GORDON as the author of the foul deed. A dispute about a piece of property is said to have 
led to the murder -- The trial of Susan B. ANTHONY for illegal voting has just been concluded at 
Canandaigua, N.Y., and resulted in a verdict of guilty. She has been sentenced to pay a fine of 
$100 and the costs of prosecution as the penalty -- The election officers who received the vote of 
Susan B. ANTHONY have been fined $55 each. 
 
**The West -- Mrs. A.W. DRAKE, of Macon County, Ill., died last week from the effects of a 
dose of poison which she had prepared for her own son, and took by mistake. Before dying she 
made the horrible confession that she had, at different times in the last 8 years, poisoned her 
husband, 1 of her daughters, 2 of her grandchildren and 2 other relatives, all of whom had died 
suddenly -- Prof. WATSON, of Ann Arbor, announces that he has discovered another new planet, 
of the 11th magnitude -- Near Springfield, Ill., the other day, a Negro named TAYLOR shot and 
killed his neighbor, Monroe BROWN, also colored. When the officers attempted to arrest the 
murderer, he shot himself, inflicting a wound from which he died in a few hours. 
 
*****12 July 1873 -- 
 
***The Pioneer Hook & Ladder Co. -- 
At a meeting of the members of this Company on Tuesday evening last, there was an election of 
officers for the ensuing year: 
S. WOLDENBERG, Foreman 
J.E. POOLE, vice 
John MALCOM, First Assistant 
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W. EASTMAN, Second Assistant 
Frank ROUNDS, Secretary 
A.L. SMITH, Treasurer 
Messrs. HAYDON, WAGNER and BALDWIN, Finance Committee 
 
If Mr. Anton KRIPPENSTAPEL be in town, we cordially invite him to our sanctum, as we are 
particularly inclined, metaphorically speaking, to “put a head on him” for making a variety of 
statements, which, we have 
since learned, had no foundation in fact. One of these was that our friend Mr. J.A. OWENS 
intended selling out his interest in his business at San Benito, and going with his family to South 
America. We learn that KRIPPENSTAPEL is half crazy over some imaginary discovery he thinks 
he has made in San Benito, and that his proposed hotel building in San Benito, to put WILLIAMS 
in the shade, will not compare with the castles that Robert TAYLOR built, “in the air.” Mr. 
OWENS never had the slightest idea of selling out of his store, on the contrary he has 
permanently fixed his quarters there, and is doing an excellent business. 
 
 
 
***Arrivals -- 
L. RENO, rancher, from the Panoche, with a bag full of money, spending it like a prince, making 
saloon keepers happy. 
E. HEMPEL, representing the Hamburg Bremen Fire Insurance Co. and the Republic Life 
Insurance Co., is doing well, but not so well as BLAKE, representing the Charter Oak Co., whose 
system gains every day in public estimation. 
Sheriff WASSON, a short visit on Tuesday. 
 
***Departures -- 
A.G. ANNIS, on Monday, for the city. 
T. McMAHON, on Tuesday, for the city. 
A. RECARD, on Tuesday, to see friends in the city. 
D.E. GILBERT, on Wednesday, to purchase goods for his new store. 
D. EMERSON, on Wednesday, to the city to purchase a new billiard table. 
 
Mr. D.E. GILBERT having purchased the chief part of J.M. BROWNE’s stock, will shortly re-
appear as a Hollister trader in the store connected with the post office. It is said that he purchased 
the site and store from the owner for $2,500. 
 
Edward KEEFE, a rancher having a refined taste for a sweet morsel, bit a piece out of 
MILLIKEN’s lip a few days since, in a scrimmage between the two. KEEFE was arrested on this 
charge, for which he contributed the sum of $12 to the scanty exchequer of the public officials. 
 
It is said the Dr. ANTROBUS is doing a live doctoring business in Slack Canyon. 
 
Mr. CAREY, who was injured by falling partially under the wheel of his wagon in this town, is 
recovering. 
 
***Salinas Correspondence -- 
J.T. GREGG, a teacher in the Washington district, drowned himself a few days since in Carmello 
Bay. 
 
A suicide is reported at Castroville. A person named A.J. BOYNTON was practicing on a 
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melodion with his wife on Tuesday evening last, when he suddenly arose and, complaining of an 
excruciating pain in the side, shot himself. 
 
On Monday last 700 sacks of barley and 10 acres of standing wheat, the property of Messrs. 
GARRICK and BLOOM, were destroyed by fire, caused by sparks from a steam thresher. 
 
***Unclaimed Letters -- 
ASHCROFT, Miss Louera, BOYD, A.T., BRAY, William, BAKER, Hiram, CHRISMAN, W.S., 
CROUD, Henry T., CRISMAN, P., COULTHER, Lewis B., DEAN, Platt V., EKIMO, P., 
FARLEY, A.B. 
FOSTRER, A., GUIETEREY, Eminis, GUINET, D., HILL, Sam’l, HENERETTA, John, 
HARNEY, Sarah 
JEFFERS, John, INDANT, John, LOW, Peter, WHITE, James, CASTRO, Lucian, FLAVIANO, 
Rosas 
TIMOTEO, Camarcha, LOYNE, John, LEE, Joseph, LAHAN, Thomas, MILLER, Miss Josie C., 
MYERS, J.L. 
MARIDEN, George,M’GUGEN, Miss Emma, MOREDANT, Sydney, OREAR, Miss Minnie, 
PLASS, E.W., O’CONOR, Timety, ROBERTSON, Leander, RAWLINGS, George S., SMITH, 
S.W., SMITH, Jonathan P., STRANARY, E.R., TAYLOR, S.W., THOMOS, Mordant, WEIR, 
W., WATSON, George, WILDMAN, W.T. 
SILVIRA, Marel, SCIARONI, A., LAMATREN, Francisco Gelate 
 
***News In Brief -- 
 
**The East -- Lewis TAPPAN, one of the early pioneers of the Abolition movement, died last 
week in New York, aged 85 -- Albert H. SMITH was hung at Springfield, Mass., on Friday -- 
Victoria WOODHULL and Tennie C. CLAFLIN have been acquitted at New York, in 
accordance with the charge of Judge BLATHFERD to the jury, that, under the law, newspapers 
cannot be classed as “obscene publications” -- Charles A. DANA, of New York, was arrested, the 
other day, on a charge of libel, preferred by the VP of the Washington Board of Public Works. 
 
**The West -- A daughter of Robert EVERSON, of Plymouth, Mich., essayed to kindle a fire 
with kerosene. She succeeded admirably, enveloping herself, father and mother in flames. The 2 
former are dead and the mother will probably lose her arms -- John H. DANIELS,  a private 
banker of Wilmington, Ill., has failed for $150,000 -- James M. PATTEE, the Omaha lottery 
manager, was recently arrested at Leavenworth, Kansas, on a charge of swindling. He was on his 
was to Europe. 
 
*****19 July 1873 -- 
 
***Gilroy Correspondence -- 
J.H. BRUEN, of Old Gilroy, is, I believe, aspiring for the Assembly. He is an old citizen and a 
man of integrity, and thoroughly honest in his intentions; but I am afraid he is getting into bad 
company who wish to use him to further their own ends…Mr. BRUEN is too honest and 
straightforward a man to become a successful politician of the present era. Mr. Hugh JONES’s 
name I hear spoken of for the Assembly. These are the kind of men we need… In connection with 
the above, I hear of Alex. HAY and W.Z. AUGENCY mentioned for the Assembly, John S. 
FITZGERALD for the Shrievalty, D.C. BAILEY, of San Jose, for County Auditor, C. FINLEY 
for County Clerk, M. CORCORAN and R.K. HAM for Collector and Judge MOORE, San Jose, 
for Senate. 
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Police Judge Court -- 
W. WILLIAMS, plain drunk, $6 
F.N. CULP (none of the tobacco CULP family), drunk & disorderly, $13.50, fine paid. 
 
Births --  
To wife of B.F. VANDEVENTER, a son 
To wife of A.A. MOREY, a son 
To wife of A. LEWIS, a son 
 
Death -- child of E. TULLY 
 
***Board of Trustees -- 
Following bills allowed: 
N.C. BRIGGS, legal services, $50 
R.A. HARMON, night-watchman, $37 
J.D. ANTROBUS, services as Marshal, $21 
G. MOORE, hauling lumber, $1 
Following bills referred: L. BOSWELL, A.P. BOYD, W.T. BROWN, BROWNE & 
CHRISTENSON, J. McCLUSKEY 
Communication from Wm. PALMTAG read, and on motion of Tr. McMAHON, it was ordered 
that pigeon-hole tables, for which no charge was made to players, be exempt from license tax 
after the present date. 
J.I. McCONNELL brought charge of irregularity against the Marshal in his management of the 
jail, and the consideration of same was deferred till next meeting, when the Marshal would be 
present. 
PHIPPS’ account for 3 months’ rent of jail was referred. 
Orson LYON’s account, $49, ordered paid. 
N.C. BRIGGS’ account for salary as attorney from April 23d; $30, allowed 
H. WAGNER’s account for meals for prisoners, $26, referred to Committee on Finance. 
 
Thomas O’NEILL is the hero of the hour -- a strong, burly framed individual, and an enigmatical 
puzzle to the local guardians of the peace. He was employed for a few days by Mr. NORTON, a 
rancher, but was found so intractable that he was paid off and made his way to this town on 
Wednesday. It was difficult to restrain his violent vagaries, and to prevent him doing harm to 
others and himself, he was placed in the calaboose, and there he made war upon the windows by 
demolishing them, tearing the blankets into shreds, and finally divesting himself of his 
habiliments. The Marshal, supposing him to be crazy, which was the opinion of Dr. RANKIN 
also, Judge BREEN was called from Salinas to examine into his mental fitness for the Insane 
Asylum, but the Judge did not consider him a proper subject. Agreeing to leave the town, he was 
dismissed from the calaboose. He departed some distance, but returned yesterday, and with 
renewed vigor, commenced his wild vagaries. He is now in the calaboose, and the officials do not 
know what to make of him. He seems to have an inveterate hostility to clothing, but this is 
somewhat excusable in the present, excessive heat of the weather. 
 
A young lady, the daughter of Mr. MURPHY, a farmer living about 8 miles north-east of 
Hollister, was thrown from a horse she was riding on Sunday last, on her return from Sunday 
School. She was considerably hurt, and is suffering from compression of the brain. 
 
Mr. H. MAJO has commenced the erection of a nice private dwelling-house for his family on his 
lot, in this town. 
The new brewery building is covered in, and most of the brewing utensils in their places. As the 
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owner, Adam HOLLOWAY, is a perfect master of the science, we may expect a first-class beer 
will be turned out. 
 
*****26 July 1873 -- 
 
Born -- on the 21st instant, to the wife of Colonel MACLURE, of Oak Grove, a son. 
 
***Gilroy Correspondence -- 
Mr. J. PHEELAN, of Virginia City, one of the ex-Chiefs of that Fire Department, and at present 
fireman of Steamer No. 2, was here last Thursday, and fireman-like, soon made himself at home. 
We would liked to have had him sojourn a day or 2 longer among us, but he was recalled by a 
telegram, greatly against his wish. 
 
A man named Wm. STINGLEY was killed at the Eureka Saw Mills by a log rolling on him. 
 
Birth -- to the wife of Mr. LEONARD, a daughter. 
 
Marriage -- Mr. JOHNSON to Miss SEVERANCE 
 
Mr. BRADY of this place removes to San Felipe next week, to occupy the store of Mr. 
DUNLAP. He will be quite an acquisition to San Felipe, as he is a through-going business man 
and well up in that kind of business. 
 
Our esteemed friend M. KORN, well known in these parts, has removed from Hill’s Ferry, and 
has associated himself with HERSHFELD in the hotel business at Kranehagen’s Station. 
 
A young lad of 7 years of age, named Abe SMITH, living at Tres Pinos, near SNYDER’s, was 
thrown from his horse on Tuesday last, dislocating his shoulder. Dr. RANKIN being sent for, 
proceeded in company with Dr. HUNTER, of San Francisco, to SNYDER’s, and reduced the 
dislocation. The doctors had a rough ride of it, the night being exceedingly dark. 
 
Mrs. KILLEY, in a hand to hand fight a few days ago with a Celestial in the town, put a 
handsome head on him. 
 
***The Intricacies of the Law -- 
On Sunday evening last the townspeople were attracted by a rapid flight of Chinamen in different 
directions. On inquiry, it appears they were in search of the Marshal, in order to procure the arrest 
of Sylvester DURFEE, a butcher, who in an altercation with one AH CHING had struck him on 
the chest, and punished the heathen rather severely. As the Marshal did not see the fight, he did 
not arrest the party charged; but on the following (Monday) morning, AH CHING, represented by 
N.C. BRIGGS, brought a charge of assault and battery against DURFEE, the latter demanded a 
jury, who, after an elaborate display of eloquence between Mr. BRIGGS and Judge MAY, who 
appeared for the defendant, did not come to a verdict and was discharged. A fresh jury was 
impaneled on Tuesday to try the case. Judge HUNT, having enough of the case, transferred it to 
Judge DAVIS; when defendant’s counsel objected to want of jurisdiction. The objection was 
sustained, and the second jury dismissed. A third jury was impaneled on Wednesday before Judge 
HUNT, and then it was objected by defendant’s attorney that Judge HUNT had lost jurisdiction 
by transferring the case to DAVIS’s court. This objection was sustained, and so the case has been 
finally disposed of. The Chinaman was utterly unable to comprehend the niceties of American 
law. 
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MONTEREY PUBLIC LIBRARY, MONTEREY, CALIFORNIA 
 
The city of Monterey, in Monterey County, is located in the northern part of California's central 
coast. The Monterey Public Library has made a number of resources available in the "California 
History Room' section of its website. This page provides a variety of links to local history 
resources, including the California History Index, a guide to "Tracing the History of Your 
Monterey House," and the Monterey County Herald Obituary Index. 
 
Hold your mouse over the "History Room" button in the upper right of the page for a dropdown 
list of genealogical resources. The Archives page contains photographs, graphics, maps, 
clippings, and other archival materials. The Historical Newspapers link presents digitized images 
of 33 newspapers, from 1854 to 1954, and six newspapers covering 1978 to the present. First 
click the View Online link, next the title link, and then the year, month, and day links to view the 
scanned image. 
Valerie Beaudrault. Assistant Editor NEHGS weekly newsletter 
 
YOUR CD COLLECTION IS DYING 
 
CD and CD-ROM data formats were never designed for long-term data storage. It's better to not 
mess up the top of your CDs with gummed labels. The adhesive creates chemical reactions that 
quickly eat up data. Writing on a CD or CD-ROM disk with a permanent marker, such as a 
Sharpie, is generally safer than using any sort of gummed label. 
If you have CDs or CD-ROMs that are sitting on the shelf, you need to copy them NOW. You 
can copy them to new CD disks or to flash drives or to most any other form of modern media. 
They still won't last forever, but you can get quite a few more years of life from them if you "take 
steps now to preserve the information by copying it to new storage devices. Then, a few years 
from now, copy them again to even more modern media that comes into common use at that time 
If you (or your surviving heirs) take the time to copy CDs, CD-ROMs, DVDs, flash drives, and 
more digital media to modern media and file formats every few years, your valuable information 
can last and be useable for centuries. 
(From an article by Dick Eastman in Eastman's Online Genealogy Newsletter, 24 May 2016) 
Why Look at the Same Thing Twice 
When may it pay off to look at the same records or indexes twice? When you can compare them 
on different genealogy websites. 
You've probably noticed that some record sets are available online at multiple websites. At each 
site, the images and indexes you find may be a little different. Online tools for viewing and 
searching at each site may also be different. 
For example, a digitized image may be faded, dark, blurry, blotchy, cut off, or otherwise 
unreadable on one website but clearer on another site. 
The online tools available at each site are different, too. At HeritageQuest Online, you can view 
the image at original size, 200% or 400%, and you can look at the image as a negative, which 
sometimes helps faded text stand out a little more. Ancestry.com lets you zoom in and out, 
magnify specific areas, and rotate the image or view it in mirror form (in case you're trying to 
read backward text bleeding through from the other side). 
From Genealogy Gems 12 May 2016 
 
http://www.genealogyblog.com/?p=10692 
Today in History mines the American Memory historical collections to discover what happened 
in American history today...and every day 

 



January February 2017 MoCoGenSo Newsletter 10 

HOW TO ORGANIZE DIGITAL PICTURES 
 
These days, many people don't even bother printing most of their pictures. That means photo organization 
and storage largely becomes a digital issue. Here are some tips for keeping track of your digital pictures: 
Identify one digital storage device as a permanent digital archive. Using a device that is in your physical 
possession allows you to easily work with photos and can be backed up by a computer backup service. 
For many people, this would be their home computer. 
Regularly upload photos from your phone or camera to your permanent digital archive. Don't wait until 
your device is full! You may miss picture-taking opportunities and you risk losing all recent photos if 
your camera/phone is stolen. When you upload images, take a moment to tag each batch with an event 
identifier: "picnic at Aunt Ferns house" or "back to school 2014." 
Check to see whether your camera/phone automatically encodes pictures with the date and location. If 
not, add this information to metadata of your images, along with any additional memories or captions. 
Note: some people disable the GPS location feature on photos for security reasons. If you do, consider 
adding metadata back in to your photo manually after sharing images on social media. 
Organize your images in digital folders. 
■ Have a reliable backup service and/or plan in place for your digital archive. 
From an article by Sunny Morton, a Contributing Editor at Lisa Louise Cooke's Genealogy Gems, 30 Aug 
2015 
 
TIPS FOR REMOVING PHOTOS FROM STICKY ALBUMS 
 
Many of us are in possession of one or more magnetic photo albums. These albums, which first achieved 
popularity in the 1960s and 70s, were made from a thick paper stock coated with glue strips and included 
a thick Mylar plastic covering for each page. Conservators have discovered, however, that the glue used 
in those albums had a very high acidic content which can eat through the backs of the photographs. The 
Mylar plastic seals in the acidic fumes, causing deterioration to the image side of the photos as well. In 
some cases, the plastic covering used wasn't even Mylar, but PVC (Poly-Vinyl Chloride), a plastic that 
further accelerates deterioration. 
To prevent further deterioration, begin by gently trying to peel up the corner of a photo that doesn't mean 
a lot to you. If it doesn't come up easily, then STOP. You will only end up ruining the picture. Instead try 
one of these tips for removing the photos. 
 
Tips for Removing Photos from Old Sticky Albums 
1. Dental floss can work wonders. Use a piece of unwaxed dental floss and run it between the 
picture and the album 
page with a gentle sawing motion. This How Jo Remove Photos from a Sticky Album video, 
< http://tinyurl.com/jyv5qur > from Smithsonian Archives Conservationist Fellow Anna, demonstrates 
the technique. 
2. Un-du, a product commonly used by scrapbookers, is an adhesive remover that may help safely 
remove the 
photos. It comes with an attached tool to help you get the Un-du solution safely under the photo to help 
release it. It is safe for use on the back of the photos, but be careful not to get it on the images themselves. 
Valerie Craft demonstrates the use of a micro spatula and UnDu as a method for removing stuck 
photographs in this video. < http://tinyurl.com/zvdmjhj > 
3. Slide a thin metal spatula (a micro spatula is preferred) gently under the edge of a photo and then 
use a hairdryer 
to heat the spatula as you slide it slowly under the photo. This may heat the glue enough to help you 
remove the photo safely from the album. Be careful to keep the hairdryer pointed away from the photo 
itself. This video from Hummie's World Digital Scrapbooking Tutorials demonstrates the hairdryer 
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technique. < http://preview.tinyurl.com/zoq6kev > 
4. Try putting the album in the freezer for a few minutes. This can make the glue brittle and make it 
easier to 
remove the photos. Be careful not to leave the album in for too long, however, as it may cause 
condensation to build up on the photos as the album comes back to room temperature. 
5. Some photo experts recommend using the microwave to try and loosen the adhesive. Place a page 
into a 
microwave oven and turn it on for five seconds. Wait five to ten seconds and then turn it on for another 
five seconds. Follow this procedure for several cycles - being careful to check the adhesive each time. Do 
NOT try to hurry the process and turn on the microwave for thirty seconds, or the glue will become so hot 
it will probably burn the print. Once the glue is dissolved, then you can try again to lift up the corner of 
one of the photos or try the dental floss trick. If the photos still don't come out easily, then don't force 
them! If the photos are very precious, then take them to one of the self-help photo kiosks, or use a digital 
camera or digital flatbed scanner to make copies of the photos right on the album page. You can also have 
a photo store make negatives from the photos, but this can be more expensive. To prevent further 
deterioration, remove the Mylar or plastic sleeves and insert pieces of acid-free tissue between the pages 
instead. This will keep the photos from touching each other or the remaining glue. 
You should also be aware that any or all of these techniques may damage any writing which may exist on 
the back of the photos. Experiment first with the photos which mean the least to you and see what works 
best for your particular album and photos. 
Tips for Removing photos from Sticky Albums by Kimberly Powell, 30 Nov 2015 
 
8 FEATURES YOUR CLOUD BACKUP SERVICE SHOULD HAVE 
 
Cloud backup service for your computer is a must-have, but not every service is the same. These days, we 
create So many files we couldn't bear to lose. Genealogy data files. Photos. Videos. Emails (and all those 
attachments). Unfortunately, computer crashes, thefts and other physical damage are not rare occurrences. 
And even though external hard drive backups are better than nothing, they are vulnerable to the same loss. 
Here's a quick recap of the questions to ask when considering a cloud backup system: 
1. Does it automatically back up ALL your data (including videos)? 
2. Does it back up any external drives attached to my computer by USB? 
3. Does it have an unlimited file size limit? 
4. Has it got an unthrottled or optimized backup speed? 
5. Are there flexible backup options? 
6. Does it restore files, folders and all data? 
7. Does it offer a feature to locate my computer if it's lost or stolen? 
8. Does it allow me to add additional layers of security, such as a pass-phrase? 
(From Lisa Louise Cook's Genealogy Gems, 23 Aug 2016) 
 
FamilySearch.org has added the following permalinks to groups: United States Marriage & 
Divorce Records at Family Search.org 
 
http://www.genealogyblog.com/?p= 10216 
United States Birth & Christening Records at FamilySearch.org 
 
http://www.genealogyblog.com/?p=10923 
United States Death & Probate Documents & Indexes at FamilySearch.org 
 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/today/today.html 
Largest Free Ancestral Search Engine on the Internet 
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FIVE STEPS TO FINDING ANCESTORS   
 
As a new genealogist, I felt like a bee jumping from one flower to the next, searching for nectar. 
However, my mentor introduced me to a simple five-step process to discover my ancestors. 

Step 1: Write down what you know. 
What do you know about the person or family group? This step can take from a few hours to 
several weeks, depending on how thorough you are. I find that the more complete my 
understanding of the person or family I am going to research, the easier and more productive my 
research will become. 
Information can come from firsthand experience or documents you have. Look for copies of 
birth, marriage and death certificates; journals; scrapbooks; old letters; family bibles; 
photographs; school records; military records; obituaries; deeds and wills. Check your genealogy 
software program, read through your genealogy notes, and review files you have kept on the 
family to see what you know and what you want to learn about your ancestors. Make a record of 
each piece of information you learn about your ancestor. I found it valuable to learn all I could 
about my ancestor and the events, circumstances, relationships and background that pertained to 
their lives. 
If this is your first time doing genealogy, create a pedigree chart – a list of direct ancestors – 
starting with yourself and working backward in time. Go back as far as you can from memory. 
Pedigree charts graphically outline relationships across generations. Each person is identified by 
full name, birthdate and place, marriage date and place, and death date and place. Start by 
completing a pedigree chart with yourself on the far left and then information about your parents 
and grandparents on the right, writing as much information as you already know. Answer 
questions from the following list that apply to your specific family members (if needed, estimate 
dates and places as a starting point): 
What do you know about yourself? 

 State your full birth name. 

 When were you born? Include exact date and place. 

 When were you married? Include exact date and place. 
Who are your parents? 

 State the full birth name of each parent. 

 When was each parent born? Include exact date and place. 

 When were your parents married? Include exact date and place. 

 When did your parents die? Include exact date and place. 
Who are your grandparents? Start with your mother’s parents, followed by your father’s parents. 

 State the full birth name of each grandparent. 

 When was each grandparent born? Include exact date and place. 

 When were your grandparents married? Include exact date and place. 

 When did each grandparent die? Include exact date and place. 

 If needed, estimate dates and places as a starting point. 
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This exercise will expose missing information. Don’t worry if you’re unable to fill in all the 
information. You will gather this information during the research process. Evidence of a person’s 
life events is usually found in historical documents stored in a repository near the place where a 
person lived. You will want to record what you know on printed or electronic forms, such as 
pedigree charts and family group sheets. 
Family group records show information about a single family. Each family group record includes 
information about the father, the mother and their children, identifying each person by name. 
If the birth dates are known, children are listed in order of birth. If you have the names of 
children’s spouses, you can list that. There is often space on the family group sheet to record 
birth, marriage, and death information and other notes about the family, as needed. This can 
include censuses, joining or leaving churches, christenings, confirmations, burials, acquisition or 
sale of land, migrations, citizenship changes, jury duty, lawsuits, probated wills, paid taxes, 
obituaries, mentions in newspaper articles, new jobs, draft registration, military service, working 
on the county road crew, jail, serving as a witness, bondsman or godparent and more. 
I keep notes about family history on a separate sheet of paper. These notes could be biographical 
information such as military service; education; social or economic status; migrations; 
participation in community, social, religious or historical events or physical descriptions. 

Step 2: Decide what you want to learn. 
Start by selecting an ancestor you would like to know more about. If you are just starting, I 
suggest choosing an ancestor about which you already have some information, preferably 
someone before 1920. In my experience, it is easier to get information from family and sources 
such as vital records, census records and land records. 

Step 3: Choose a record or source of information. 
Once you know what information you’re looking for, ask yourself where you might find it. Then 
choose one source or record on which to focus your research. For example, if I wanted to find the 
birthdate of an ancestor, I would ask these questions: “What type of records would have a 
birthdate? Where are these records kept? How do I get access to the records?” And so forth. I 
record all questions, thoughts and findings in my research log. 
 
The types of records you will search include the following: 

 Compiled Records. These are records of earlier research on people and families already done by 

others, such as family histories, biographies or genealogies with pedigree charts and family group 

records. It is best to search compiled records first. 

 Original Records. These are records created during important events in your ancestors’ lives. For 

example, a local church or government may have recorded your ancestors’ births, christenings, 

marriages and burials. Other original documents include court, land, naturalization, taxation, 

business, medical and school records. Be sure to check all jurisdictions – such as, town, county, 

state and country – that may have kept records about your ancestor. 

 Background Information. These are records dealing with geographical, historical or cultural 

information. They include local histories, maps, gazetteers, language dictionaries and guidebooks. 

Search these records to learn more about the area where your ancestors lived and the events that 

may have affected their lives and the records about them. 
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 Finding Aids. These help you find records, name indexes, library catalogs or websites. 

Step 4: Obtain and search the record. 
Investigate the record or source for the information you want. Once I have made a choice about 
the source I will search, I try to learn about the source and how to use the information I might 
find. For example, if I were planning on searching the 1880 United States Federal Census, I 
would read a study guide to learn about how to research and use the information in the record. If 
my source were a person, I would contact the person, make a list of questions and conduct and 
record my interview. I would record or make a copy of the information I found to help with 
citing and analyze. 
When researching a record or source, these are some of the common issues you will face: 

 Name changes: It was common for immigrants to change or shorten their names after arriving in a 

new country. You may need to check for various possibilities. 

 Spelling variations: Many ancestor names have variant spellings. Many recorders spelled names 

according to sound. A person may also be listed under a nickname or abbreviation. 

 Handwriting: Most original documents you will search are handwritten. If you cannot read a 

letter, look at other names in the record to see how the writer made certain letters. Some handbooks 

illustrate the way letters were written in earlier times. 

 Dates: You may want to check a range of dates for an event, which could be recorded on a 

different date than expected. 

Step 5: Use and record what you learned. 
Evaluate the results of your inquiry and share information with others. This is an important part 
of the process. Sometimes what I find is only a clue; other times, it’s a goldmine. I record what I 
learn in my research log. At this point, based on the information I’ve gathered, I decide where I 
want to go and start with step one again. 
As you check information, consider the following questions: 

 Did I find the information I was looking for? 

 Is the information complete? 

 Does the information conflict with other information I have? 

 Is the source of the information credible? 
Transfer any new information to your pedigree charts and group records. It’s important to 
include sources, which are valuable in helping you resolve problems with conflicting 
information. For example, you may have a birth record that provides a birthdate and an obituary 
with another birthdate. You will want to decide which date is the most reliable by reviewing your 
sources; the most reliable source is usually the source made closest to the time of the event. 
Genealogy by Barry  March 8, 2014 
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Monterey County Genealogical Society 

Publications and Promotional Items 
 
Send Requests to:  MoCoGenSo Publications  
 P.O. Box 8144  
 Salinas, CA 93912-8144  
 
Description Qty Price Total 
Monterey County Death Index Vol. 1-3 (Soft cover 3300 entries ___ $30.00 ______ 
Monterey County Death Index Vol. 1-3 (CD 3300 entries) ___ $15.00 ______ 
Monterey County Birth Records Vol. 1-4 (Soft cover 4800 entries) ___ $30.00 ______ 
Monterey County Birth Records Vol. 1-4 (CD 4800 entries) ___ $15.00 ______ 
1890 Great Register (Soft Copy Voting Register 114 pages.)  ___ $25.00  ______ 
1890 Great Register (CD Voting Register 114 pages.)  ___ $15.00  ______ 
1876-86 Salinas Index Newspaper Abstracts (A-K 191 pages’ soft cover)  ___             $25.00   ______ 
1876-86 Salinas Index Newspaper Abstracts (L-Z 190 pages’ soft cover)  ___ $25.00  ______ 
1876-86 Salinas Index Newspaper Abstracts (A-K CD 191 pages)  ___             $15.00   ______ 
1876-86 Salinas Index Newspaper Abstracts (L-Z CD 190 pages)  ___ $15.00  ______ 
Soldiers and Census-Early Monterey Alta California 1779- 1850 (37 pages) ___ $15.00  ______  
Soldiers and Census-Early Monterey Alta California 1779- 1850 (CD) ___ $15.00  ______  
1889 Monterey County Directory (Soft cover 92 pages) ___ $25.00  ______ 
1889 Monterey County Directory (CD 92 pages) ___ $15.00  ______ 
Back Issues of MoCoGenSo Newsletter (1994-2000 (PDF CD)  ___  $15.00   _____ 
Back Issues of MoCoGenSo Newsletter (2001-2010 (PDF CD)  ___  $15.00   _____ 
Back Issues of MoCoGenSo Newsletter (2011-Present (PDF CD)  ___  $15.00   _____ 
MoCoGenSo Logo Pin ___ $ 7.50  _____ 
Logo Apparel (see www.mocogenso.org)    
Shipping/handling ($5 for first copy, $2.00 for add’l)    ______ 
CA State Sales Tax (CA residents only)                          7.625%  ______ 
Total    ______ 
 
Please print or type name and address  
Name____________________________________________ Telephone No. ____ _______ ____________ 
 
Street Address__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip______________________________ State __________________ Zip Code ____________________ 
 
MoCoGenSo - 50/50 Program  
The goal of the 50/50 program is to encourage purchases of books and CD-ROMs for the library of the Family History 
Center, and to leverage the MoCoGenSo book budget by soliciting sponsors from our membership to share in the expense 
of such purchases. The idea is simple - members buy approved research materials, use them at home for a period of three 
months, and then donate the materials to the FHC library. Upon receipt of the materials at the library, MoCoGenSo will 
reimburse the member for 50% of the cost of the item. 50/50! Materials must be genealogy related and pre-approved by 
the 50/50 Program Committee. Materials must not duplicate current library holdings. To participate in the 50/50 Program, 
obtain a form from our website www.mocogenso.org or contact any member of the board. 
Queries and Newsletters Submissions 
 
Queries are free and may be mailed to the Society at P. O. Box 8144 Salinas, Ca 93912-8144 or submitted to the 
MoCoGenSo Newsletter editor garyc188@comcast.net. All queries must contain a connection to Monterey County and 
include contact information. 
Articles or Announcements for the newsletters can be sent to the editor garyc188@comcast.net, or left at the FHC 
Library.  All submittals must be received by the 15th of the month previous to the newsletters mailing. 



Monterey County Genealogy Society Inc. 
P. O. Box 8144  
Salinas, California 93912-8144  

 

Membership, E-Newsletter, Individual $15.00 Family $22.50 Newsletter Paper Copy add 
$5.00 to membership fee. 
Membership year is April 1-Mar 31, and includes society newsletters, free queries, & mini 
workshops.  Renewals are due Mar. 31 of each year.  
 

 If you have any questions, please call 831-375-2340 or e-mail m.ruccello@aol.com 
 New or Renewal please fill out membership application, enclose check, and mail. 

 

Membership Type: Individual___ Family __   New___ Renewal___ 
  
Mr. Mrs. Ms.___________________________________________________________________  
 
Address_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
City____________________________________________State______Zip___________  
 
Phone_________________ E-mail___________________________________________  
 
Please Mail Paper Copy_________ Total Amount Enclosed $__________________ 
   
Special MoCoGenSo Tax Deductible Funds 
 
I wish to contribute to the Rob Fisher Memorial Fund  $________________ 
 
I wish to contribute to the MoCoGenSo Library Fund  $________________ 
 
I wish to contribute to the operating budget of the Monterey  
County Genealogy Society      $________________ 

 
Comments/Questions ___________________________________________________________ 
Surnames_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Localities_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Volunteers are needed for: Current positions on the Board of Directors_____Hospitality 
Committee____ Publicity Committee____ Conference Committee____ Fund Raising____ 
              

Bookkeeping use only  
Type Family ___ Indiv. _____     Expires_________________Received by__________________ 
 
Date____________________     Mail List entry____________________ 
 

2016-2017 Membership Application 



Commodore Sloat Chapter 
National Society Daughters of the American Revolution

      presents the 

36th Annual Ancestor Roundup  
    Genealogical Seminar 

Choose from over 25 classes designed to help you research your family tree!

Saturday January 21, 2017 
          8:00 AM to 3:30 PM 

The Church of Jesus Christ  
of Latter-Day Saints. 

1024 Noche Buena, between  
Plumas & Kimball Avenues, Seaside CA 

Lunch & Syllabus $30, OR Lunch & E-Syllabus $20 with Early Registration by Jan. 15, 2017

DNA Research  ♦   Immigration & Naturalization 
Introduction to German Genealogy 

Absolute Beginning Genealogy 
Library Research ♦  New England Research 

Wild, Wild West Research in the Mtn. West States 
Genealogy on a Mac   ♦   Find-a-Grave 

And more! 

("  "  "  Cut Here  "  "  ")

   Lunch & Printed Syllabus, Please Enclose $30                  Lunch & E-Syllabus (PDF), Enclose $20

   Name____________________________________________     CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 
                                                                                           Commodore Sloat Chapter, DAR
   Address: ___________________________________________   SEND TO:  1206 Luxton Ave. 
                                                                                                                                 Seaside CA  93955
   City: _______________________________________State_______Zip_____________        

   Email______________________________________ Printed Syllabus ____ E-Syllabus___ 

  For More Information, call Serita Sue Woodburn, 831-899-2121 or email seritasue2@comcast.net

mailto:seritasue2@comcast.net


MoCoGenSo Inc.    
PO BOX 8144                                  
Salinas, CA 93912-8144                                    
               
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MEETINGS 
Thursday January 5, 2017 
Thursday February 2, 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Elected Officers    Appointed Positions 
 
President Elizabeth Nelson 373-3533 Archivist/Historian Tom Price  649-8023 
                    enelson608@aol.com         tapancestors@sbcglobal.net 
1st VP Programs Vacant   Auditor Lucretia Portman 
                                    luportman@comcast.net        
2nd VP Membership   Marilyn Ruccello 375-2340 Newsletter Editor Gary Carlsen 373-3515 
                     m.ruccello@aol.com                garyc188@comcast.net 
3rd VP Ways and Means Nancy Barton  659-4515 FGS & CSGA Delegate Kitty Nevin                  373-4821  
      nancywestbarton@yahoo.com               kmnevin@sbcglobal.net             
Recording Secretary Gary Carlsen  373-3515 Genealogist Gary Carlsen 
                 garyc188@comcast.net                garyc188@comcast.net 
Corresponding Secretary Ellen Riddick  443-0397 Publications Ken Anderson 443-3912 
                           sis3@ymail.com                          kkenkathy@sbcglobal.net  
Treasurer Jeannie Pedersen 484-9350 Hospitality Jim Robeson 373-6412 
               alnjeannie@comcast.net        James.Robeson@gmail.com  
Member at Large Carol Steed  6335727 Publicity Marilyn Ruccello 
                       ccsteed@juno.com                    m.ruccello@aol.com 
Member at Large Kathy Anderson 443-3912 Web Master Jim Robeson 373-6412 
             kkenkathy@sbcglobal.net        James.Robeson@gmail.com     
    Parliamentarian Sue Woodburn 899-2121 
                  seritasue2@comcast.net 
 
 

MEMBERS NEEDED TO HELP THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

As you can see from the list above we elected and appointed positions unfilled, and should be filled promptly.  Both Elected and appointed  positions require very little 
time, do not require your presence at all meetings and can be very rewarding.  If one of these available vacancies sound inviting to you please contact any of the above 
board members.  should you accept one of these vacancies the entire board of directors will be there to guide and support you. 
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